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BUSHFIRES — PRESCRIBED BURNS — ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS 

302. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Environment: 
Yes, this is the first question I have asked the minister this year, but that is because I do not expect a decent 
answer. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I refer to a recent statement, attributed to the Leader of the National Party in a media 
statement issued by the Shire of Manjimup on 25 March 2005, that royalties for regions funding would be used 
to help get prescribed burns back on track and that this would assist the state government — 

Mr D.T. Redman: I said I supported them! 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party! 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes. Just let me ask the question. 

The SPEAKER: Start again, please, member for Girrawheen.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Good. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

I refer to a recent statement attributed to the Leader of the National Party in a Shire of Manjimup media release 
of 25 March that royalties for regions funding would be used to help put prescribed burns back on track and that 
this would help the state government — 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, I call you to order for the second time. I do not know who is 
murmuring at the back there, but I do not want to hear you. Start again, please, member for Girrawheen. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I refer to a recent statement attributed to the Leader of the National Party — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Come on, member for Forrestfield! I call you to order for the second time. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: It is like groundhog day! 

I refer to a recent statement attributed to the Leader of the National Party in a Shire of Manjimup media release 
of 25 March 2015 that royalties for regions — 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. Carry on, member for Girrawheen. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I refer to a recent media statement attributed to the Leader of the National Party in a Shire of 
Manjimup media release of 25 March 2015 that royalties for regions funding would be used to help get 
prescribed burns back on track and that this would assist the state government with getting its future spending 
priorities on target. 
(1) Does the minister agree with his cabinet colleague that prescribed burns were not on track and a 

casualty of other spending priorities? 
(2) Has the Leader of the National Party consulted the minister on the quantum of additional funding 

required; and, if not, why not? 
(3) If yes to (2), how much additional funding will be forthcoming from royalties for regions and when will 

it be provided? 

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
(1)–(3) If there has been any theme in question time this week, it has been, as the Premier referenced before, 

referencing back to comments with a date. But even more than that, it seems that the theme is asking 
ministers about other ministers’ comments. It has been a consistent theme all week. Principally, I would 
have thought that any question about the Leader of the National Party’s comments would more 
naturally go to the Leader of the National Party, but I will take the opportunity — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: — to address our prescribed burning program. It is no secret that the prescribed burning 
program has achieved a particularly low target figure for the past few years. I will take members back a step. 
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Every year, we target some 200 000 hectares of prescribed burning across the south west. That is not across the 
whole of the state—we do other prescribed burning across the state. That 200 000 hectares is particularly for the 
south west region, and that seeks to maintain between 40 per cent and 45 per cent of our state forest area having 
a mosaic of burns with less than a six-year fuel load. All the science, and all the experience, has shown that 
having fuel loads under those six years is a critical component in the department being able to manage bushfires 
that break out on occasions, such as the one at Northcliffe. The Leader of the Opposition may have seen the 
maps and the difference that the fuel loads made in those areas. We have addressed ad nauseam the reasons that 
the prescribed burning has dropped in recent years. I can go back into those if members want me to address that. 
In particular, the biggest challenge is always the window of opportunity. Dryer winters, a drying climate and 
climate fluctuations mean that that window of opportunity, in a changing climate, is diminishing, and at the same 
time we have expanded settlement through that region, so the parameters do not always go our way. When they 
do go the way of what is now the Department of Parks and Wildlife, they achieve very well. For example, the 
spring burn this year has achieved some 80 000 hectares, which, after halving a 200 000 hectare result, is 80 per 
cent of the target. Any member who walks out of the chamber after question time will be able to detect the faint 
smell of bush smoke in the air. I know that we are dealing with that in Perth, and that is always a consequence of 
prescribed burning. However, as Minister for Environment, I love being able to smell that in the air, because it 
means that our autumn prescribed burning is well underway. As for what may be in future budgets—what is it 
now, Treasurer?—it is three weeks before the budget will be handed down. 
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